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Oracle helps IT directors tap into UK start-up firms
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Oracle has launched a programme to make it easier for IT directors to deploy
products developed by start-up companies in the UK.

The Oracle Emerging Farner Programme is designed to help husinesses take
advantage ofWeb 2.0 and other emerging internet technolodies.

Qracle UK managing director lan Smith said, "The challenge for stat-ups is that [uzer]
husinesses want to rationalise the number of companies they deal with."

He said the programme waould open doors for IT start-ups by giving thern a way to
speakto user companies that would normally only deal with strategic suppliers, such
as Oracle.

Smmith hopes that by suppoding the startups, Oracle will give them a scalahle
technology platform anwhich to base theirideas, and provide Cracle with 3 way to

provide its users with innovative technology.

"Some ofthese start-ups may be able to crack problems such as reducing carbon
footprint, which could reduce our research and development time by three to nine
months," he said.

The programme has heen running as a pilot since lastyear. Among the companies
Oracle has suppored is Toumaz Technology, a spin-off from Imperial College Londarn.

Toumaz has developed a smart low-power sensor for healthcare, which can manitor
patients' health. Toumaz is working with Qracle to link the sensorto Oracle's own
healthcare product, Healthcare Transaction Base.

Anather firm in the Oracle Emerging Partner Programime is Can Factory, which
specializes in suppoding websites which experience extremely high demand, such as
Rednoseday.cam.
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