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“With Oracle Streams, we can achieve the 24x7 operations we need, even during planned 
maintenance.”  

Sadeepa Wijesekara 
IT Architect, Worthington Industries  

 

 
 

Company Profile  

• North America's premier value-added steel 
processor  

• 8 facilities in the U.S. 
• Annual revenue $1.5 billion 
• More than 1,000 employees 
• http://www.worthingtonsteel.com/ 

 
Oracle Technology Used 

• Oracle Database 10g Release 2 (10.2.0.2) 
o Dual node RAC 
o Oracle Streams replication 

• Oracle E-Business Suite 11.5.10 CU2 
• Oracle OnDemand Customer 

 
Case Study Download: 
http://www.oracle.com/technology/deploy/availa
bility/pdf/streams_ioug_worthington.pdf

OVERVIEW 

Worthington Industries is a global company that processes steel and manufactures 
metal products for use in automotive, construction, hardware, aerospace and many 
other industries. Their steel processing company, Worthington Steel, runs 24x7 
operations and requires its Shop Floor operations system running on the Oracle E-
Business suite to be available even during planned maintenance times.  

This case study describes how Oracle Streams enabled Worthington Steel to 
provide their users with continuous availability to their E-Business Suite 
manufacturing applications even during periods of planned downtime, such as 
when applying software patches.  

Worthington Steel’s Requirements 

Worthington Steel needed a method of providing high availability while allowing for 
routine maintenance of their applications. After evaluating several possible 
solutions, they elected to maintain a secondary system within their data center using 
Oracle Streams bi-directional replication. This solution was meant to address the 
needs of planned outages only. Other solutions, including Oracle RAC and Oracle 
Data Guard, were used to handle load balancing and disaster recovery requirements. 
To reduce the complexity involved in replicating the E-Business Suite, Worthington 
first identified those modules that truly required 24x7 availability. Manufacturing 
Shop Floor modules were identified as requiring 24x7 availability. Only this subset of 
their E-Business Suite application was replicated. 

Implementation Details 

The paper “Achieving High-Availability on Oracle E-Business Suite Through 
Streams,” originally presented at IOUG 2008, describes how Worthington 
Industries solved their high availability needs using Oracle Streams. 

Note: This paper is focused on Worthington Steel’s use of Oracle Streams to replicate a subset of 
their E-Business Suite Application. This solution simulated bi-directional replication while 
avoiding unsupported updates to the E-Business Suite database itself. Many of these same 
techniques apply when attempting to use Oracle Streams to implement replication of any packaged 
application. Before implementing any replication environment, users are strongly encouraged to fully 
test their configuration. 
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