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The Reporting Platform for Oracle Applications: BI Publisher
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The following is intended to outline our general 
product direction. It is intended for information 
purposes only, and may not be incorporated into 
any contract. It is not a commitment to deliver 
any material, code, or functionality, and should 
not be relied upon in making purchasing 
decisions. 

The development, release, and timing of any 
features or functionality described for Oracle’s 
products remains at the sole discretion of 
Oracle.
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Who is here today?
How Many……

• Siebel

• JD Edwards (World or EnterpriseOne)

• Peoplesoft

• E-Business Suite
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<Insert Picture Here>

Program Agenda 

• Why BI Publisher?
• Let’s build a template
• How can I use it with my application:

– JD Edwards Enterprise
– JD Edwards World
– PeopleSoft
– E-Business Suite
– Siebel CRM

• Questions & Answers
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Government Forms

Order Forms

Invoices

Operational Reports

Correspondence

Financial Statements

Checks

Purchase Orders

Labels / Bar Codes

Collateral

eText

BI Publisher Documents
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Why BI Publisher?
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Why BI Publisher?
Simplified Report Maintenance

Separate query, layout, and translation

Report
output

Flexibility
Reduced maintenance

Data Logic

Layout

Translation
BI Publisher
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Integrated Out-of-the-Box with All Oracle Applications

Templates

Layouts
Oracle 

Applications

CRM

ESA

FMS

HCM

SCM

Output FormatsData Sources

Any Relational
Data Base

PDF

RTF

Business 
User

Publishing

Engine
• Email
• Printer
• Fax

HTML

Excel

Letters

Fund
Transfers

Online
Paychecks

Order
Confirmations

Bills Government
Grant Forms

EDI

XML

Why BI Publisher?
Oracle Standard Enterprise Reporting Platform

Destination
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• Oracle E-Business Suite
• In 11i -- 500 templates

In R12.1 -- ALL reports are BI Publisher: 2724 templates and 
2092 data sources or data templates across 95 products
Oracle Reports to Publisher Conversion Assistant

• PeopleSoft
• Integrated into 8.48
• Products shipping content in R9

•  Financials  HCM  SCM
•  Grants  CRM  Student Admin 

• Siebel CRM
• Integrated in 8.1.1     119 reports OOTB   
• Actuate to Publisher Conversion Assistant

BI Publisher in Oracle Applications 
Limited Use License
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• J.D. Edwards Enterprise One
Integrated into 8.96

• Allow customers to develop their own templates
• Subsequent releases will add Apps content

JD Edwards EnterpriseOne JDBC driver

• J.D. Edwards World
• Integrated in A9.1

Produce XML that can be used as input to BI Publisher
Automated integration in newly released A9.2
JD Edwards World JDBC Driver

• Customizable templates

BI Publisher in Oracle Applications 
Limited Use License
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BI Publisher in Many Oracle Products

Oracle Fusion Middleware MapViewer

Oracle Enterprise Taxation Management 

Oracle Identity Management

Oracle Life Sciences AERS

Oracle Life Sciences Data Hub

Oracle FLEXCUBE Universal Banking

i-Flex FLEXCUBE Retail

Oracle FLEXCUBE Direct Banking

Oracle Reveleus

Oracle Mantas

Agile Product Lifecycle Management for Process

Agile Product Lifecycle Management

Oracle Hyperion Planning

Oracle Hyperion Financial Management

Oracle Business Process Management

Oracle Business Event Analysis and Monitoring

LGBU

Oracle Primavera P6 Enterprise Project Portfolio 
Management

Oracle Pedigree and Serialization Manager

Network Management System Utilities

Oracle Application Testing Suite 

Oracle SOA Governance 

Oracle Retail

Oracle Governance, Risk & Compliance

iFlex FLEXCUBE – IFLEX Reinsurance

Oracle FLEXCUBE Lending and Leasing

Oracle Communications Applications

Oracle Transportation Management 

Oracle Insurance Insbridge Rating and Underwriting

Oracle Application Express (APEX)

Enterprise Manager - Configuration Change Console

Oracle Business Transaction Monitoring

Siebel Branch Teller

Oracle Policy Automation
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Enhanced Reporting Solution
Integration with BI Publisher – Key Benefits

• BI Publisher Development
– Easier to develop and deploy
– Save money / time on development and maintenance

• Richer Functionality
– End users can create their own layouts 
– End user chooses output format (PDF, RTF, Excel, HTML, MHTML)
– Report against multiple data sources

• Oracle’s strategic enterprise reporting tool
– Based on industry standards (XLIFF, XML)

• Improved Support
– Single vendor

• Reduced TCO
– Development, deployment, administration, upgrade
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Let’s Build a Template
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<Insert Picture Here>

Report Layout Design Performed in 
Common Document Design Tools
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Template Design Tools: 
Template Builder for Microsoft Word Add-in
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Desktop Template Viewer

• BI Publisher 
Desktop 
includes the BI 
Publisher engine

• Test your 
templates from 
your desktop 
using sample 
data
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Template Design Tools: 
Adobe Acrobat Professional
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Demonstration
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<Insert Picture Here>

Demonstration

• Create and run an RTF template
– Requires Microsoft Word
– BI Publisher ‘s Template Builder for Word 

Add-in
– Sample Data from your report

• Create and run a PDF template
– Requires Adobe Acrobat Professional
– Sample Data from your report
– BI Publisher’s Template Viewer to test on 

your desktop (optional)
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JD Edwards EnterpriseOne
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Embedded BI Publisher for JD EnterpriseOne vs BI 
Publisher Standalone/JD Edwards EnterpriseOne

BI Publisher is available to JD Edwards 
EnterpriseOne users in two ways:

• Embedded BI Publisher for JDE1
– To produce content rich reports that are part of 

the existing business process

• Oracle BI Publisher Standalone with JDE1
– To empower business users to develop and 

execute user driven reports
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Embedded BI Publisher
8.98.1 adds capability to save output to a file system

Extract Transform

UBE
XSL

Report Definition

Publish

XML Repository

XML

EDI

EFT

Email

Printer

PDF

RTF

HTML

Excel

Distribute

BI 
Publisher

File System

New capability
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Layout Templates

XML

EDI

EFT

Output Formats Destinations

BI Publisher

PDF

HTML

Excel

Power
Point

CSV

Flash

RTF

Email

Printer

Fax

e-Commerce

Repository
• Word

• Acrobat

• JDev

Layout Tools

• Excel

• Flex

• Others

Oracle BI Publisher Standalone with JD Edwards 
EnterpriseOne

XSL

JDE 
EnterpriseOne

JDBC Driver
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• Intuitive table names
– Improve the usability of BI Publisher Query Builder :

• User friendly column description
– Display column name from the DD
– Displays in the language of the end user
– Provides consistence between JDE E1 apps and BI 

Publishers queries

• Automatically retrieve UDC descriptions

JDBC Driver Enhancements
Simplifying Query Building
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Customer Driven Enhancements

• Report Specific Email Subject and Body

• Recipient preference language

• Consolidated Output
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For More Information on JD Edwards 
EnterpriseOne

On support.oracle.com, search for 789074.1 

BI Publisher for JD Edwards EnterpriseOne [ID 789074.1] 
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JD Edwards World
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BI Publisher output from JD Edwards World Dream 
Writer and World Writer

29

Extract 
Data Transform Publish Distribute

XSL

XSL

Language 
Translations

World database
A7.3, A8.1, A9.2

World A9.2 DW or WW

Language 
Translations

BI Publisher 
Enterprise

PDF

HTML

etc.

PDF

HTML

etc.

Email

Printer

Repository

etc.

Email

Repository

etc.

i
BI Publisher 
Enterprise

JDBC 
Driver
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JD Edwards World Release A9.2

.XML

•Run Dream Writer or World Writer and “Export” to 
create XML

•BI Publisher is called automatically

•E-mail, Fax, Print, WebDAV, FTP, SFTP

Email 
Address

Export / Electronic 
Document Distribution

.XSD

BI Publisher
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Layout Templates

XML

EDI

EFT

Output Formats Destinations

BI Publisher

PDF

HTML

Excel

Power
Point

CSV

Flash

RTF

Email

Printer

Fax

e-Commerce

Repository
• Word

• Acrobat

• JDev

Layout Tools

• Excel

• Flex

• Others

Oracle BI Publisher Standalone with JD Edwards 
World

XSL

JDE World

JDBC Driver
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JD Edwards World Release A9.2:
Expanded Integration

• More DREAM Writer reports
– MPS Planning Report
– Supplier Schedule Print
– Invoices
– Purchase Orders
– Quote Request

• FASTR and STAR reports

• Sample Templates for BI Publisher reports are 
available for users to begin working with

32
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JD Edwards World Sample Templates Provided
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European VAT Report: Customize for Each Country 
Using Microsoft Word
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For More Information on JD Edwards 
World

On support.oracle.com, search for 789078.1

The JD Edwards World JDBC Driver is downloadable 
from the MetaLink Update Center.
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PeopleSoft
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Peoplesoft – Generate XML Data

XML data can be generated 
using any means including PS 

Query, SQR, Application 
Engine, PeopleCode, File 

Layout and so forth.
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Peoplesoft – Report Definition

Report definitions are used to:
• Associate a data source with a 
template.

• Define output options.

• Grant security to view report.

• Define bursting options.
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Peoplesoft – Running BI Publisher Reports
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New BI Publisher Features with PeopleTools 8.50

• PDF Full Path Mapping
• Descriptive Report Names
• Support for Email
• Alternative XML Preview
• XDO Properties Configuration
• Iterative Template Design
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For more information

• Release Notes for PeopleSoft Enterprise 
PeopleTools 8.50

• Enterprise PeopleTools 8.50 
PeopleBook: XML Publisher for 
PeopleSoft Enterprise
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E-Business Suite
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XML Publisher Releases in  E-Business Suite 
Releases

• Release 11.5.10
– XML Publisher 4.5 – 12/31/04

• Post Release 11.5.10
– XML Publisher 5.5 – 01/06/05

• Performance, Translation, Template Builder, 
Common Regions

– XML Publisher 5.6 – 01/10/06
• Administration UI, Data Engine, Book Binder

• Release 12
– XML Publisher 5.6.3 

• Runtime Optimization, Enhancements
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E-Business Suite Release 12 

• HRMS using many government
forms from all around the world

• Payments utilizing Publisher for    
Banking and Credit Card 
payment processing

• Financial Applications has 
consolidated many data 
sources and providing multiple 
templates

• Oracle Reports to BI Publisher 
Conversion Assistant
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Load files to 
Template Manager

Define concurrent 
Program using the

data engine executable

Choose concurrent
program via 
SRS forms

Select parameter
values

Output document
Generated

Automated process

Setup and Process – Overview

Create Data and Layout
Template Files

DEVELOPMENT SETUP USER PROCESS

Select layout template
Language and
output format

Submit
Request

Output document
Printed or Viewed

Add concurrent 
Program to 

Request Group
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Create a New Report – Overview

– Create Data Template
– Create Layout Template
– Register data and template definitions and load 

data template and layout template
– Define concurrent program
– Add concurrent program to request group



47

Create Data Template

The data template consists of:

• A <parameters>section in which parameters are declared in child <parameter> elements

• A <dataQuery>section in which the SQL queries are defined in child <sqlStatement> elements

• A <dataStructure> section in which the output XML structure is defined
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Create Layout Template
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Register Data Definition

1. Use XML Publisher Administrator responsibility
2. Create data definition 
3. Load sample data and schema if required (only pdf layouts)
4. Load data template file
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Register Layout Template

1. Use XML Publisher Administrator responsibility
2. Create template entry, assign it the Data Definition Code
3. Load template file
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Define Concurrent Program & Executable

1. Use System Administrator responsibility
2. Create a concurrent program definition using the XML 

Publisher Data Template executable
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Add Program to Request Group
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Run the Report: User Selects the Report From a 
List and Enters Parameters
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User Can Select a Template, Language and 
Output Format

1. User can select a 
different template 
from the LOV

2. Then a different 
language if available

3. Then an output 
format



55

User Can View the Final Output via Monitor 
Requests Form
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Seibel CRM
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Actuate Reports Conversion Assistant

• Command line utility that converts the Actuate 
layout design into BI Publisher layout design. 

• Actuate report layout convertor (from .ROD to .RTF)

• Available to BI Publisher customers at no additional 
charge

• Available via patch 8968224 
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Migration Strategy

Siebel BI Publisher Integration

• Actuate and BI Publisher parallel report execution through integration patches
• Use Actuate Conversion Assistant tool to migrate Actuate reports to BI Publisher

System Preference 
set to ‘BOTH’

Siebel Reporting Migration FAQ (Doc ID: 764097.1)
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Siebel – Steps for creating BI Publisher Report

Generate XML Data

Create Template

Upload Template

Associate report 
with a View

Without having to 
restart the 

application, you 
have deployed your 

report

Associate with 
Integration Object
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Key Enhancements 
8.1.1.1 Fix Pack

• Reports Scheduling Integration to BI Publisher
• Interactive Parameterized Reports
• User Management enhancements
• Reports Business Service
• BI Publisher Reports Server Views (for Scheduled Jobs)
• Certification for BI Publisher 10.1.3.4.1

• Solution also ported to 7.7.2.12, 7.8.2.14 and 8.0.0.8 
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Key Enhancements 
8.1.1.1 Fix Pack – Sample Publisher reports provided out of the box

• Accounts:
• Account List
• Account Service Profile
• Enterprise Selling Plan – Overview

• Contacts:
• Contact List
• Contacts By Opportunity
• Alphabetic Phone List

• Opportunities:
• Opportunity List
• Opportunities By Sales Rep
• Pipeline Report By Sales Rep
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Key Enhancements 
8.1.1.3 Fix Pack

• Multi-lingual reports from a single OM
• Reports Sharing (Interactive reports)
• Personal Reports Template (My Report Templates, All Report 

Templates)
• View Report Sequence (Report menu order)
• Enhanced My Reports View (Query, Delete, Output Type etc…)
• Current Record Only & Multi-Select record reports

• Major features also ported to 7.8.2.14 QF, 8.0.0.9 QF
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Future Enhancements 
8.1.1.x Fix Pack

• User interface enhancements
• Business Service

• Support for scheduling, delivery channels, email

• Enhance Parameterized reports solution
• Further enhance My Reports View
• Advanced reports
• Scheduling 
• Expansive multilingual reporting solution



64

Customer Deployments
Siebel BI Publisher
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For More Information on Siebel

• Siebel Reporting Migration FAQ (Doc ID: 764097.1)

https://metalink3.oracle.com/od/faces/secure/km/DocumentDisp
lay.jspx?id=764097.1

• Siebel Reporting Migration Guide for Reports Developers 
(Document 764191.1)

https://metalink3.oracle.com/od/faces/secure/km/DocumentDisplay.jspx?id=764097.1�
https://metalink3.oracle.com/od/faces/secure/km/DocumentDisplay.jspx?id=764097.1�
https://metalink3.oracle.com/od/faces/secure/km/DocumentDisplay.jspx?id=764097.1�
https://support.oracle.com/CSP/main/article?cmd=show&id=764191.1&type=NOT�
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Stay Connected with BI Publisher

http://www.youtube.com/bipublisher

http://twitter.com/oracleEPMBI

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=49643

http://www.facebook.com/OracleEPMBI?v=wall
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BI Publisher Resources

• Home Page
– http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/bi-publisher

• Public Forum
– http://forums.oracle.com/forums/forum.jspa?forumID=245

• Blog
– http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher

• Community
– http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/bi-publisher/community

• Documentation
– http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/bi-

publisher/documentation
• Tutorials

– http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/bipub/index.html

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/bi-publisher�
http://forums.oracle.com/forums/forum.jspa?forumID=245�
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher�
http://www.oracle.com/technology/obe/obe_bi/bipub/index.html�
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For More Information

• Publisher Home Page
http://www.oracle.com/technology/products/xml-publisher/index.html

• Publisher Demo Catalog
http://www.oracle.com/technology/products/xml-publisher/demoshelf/Shelf.html

• Publisher Blog
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/

• Publisher Forum
http://forums.oracle.com/forums/forum.jspa?forumID=245

• White Paper – Converting Crystal Reports to Oracle BI Publisher
http://download.oracle.com/otndocs/xmlp/CrystaltoBIP.pdf
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For More Information

http://search.oracle.com

or
http://www.oracle.com/technology/products/xml-publisher

BI Publisher
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Appendix:                       
E-Business Suite
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Output Post Processor (OPP) Manager

• Note 291792.1 – Using the OPP in Oracle Applications 
Concurrent Processing

• OPP is an extension to Concurrent Processing
• Takes care of all post-processing actions for concurrent 

requests
• Required for single-step reporting using XML Publisher.
• Triggered by Conc. Manager upon completion of the XML 

output generation

• Maximum throughput defined as:

#processes  X  #threads  =  MAX #parallel reports
 if needed, increase the default values

• Profile Options:
– Concurrent: OPP Response Timeout 
– Concurrent: OPP Process Timeout
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OPP Manager Setup

• The OPP Service is multi-threaded and will start a new thread for each 
concurrent request it processes. 

• You can control the number of simultaneous threads for an OPP Service 
Instance by adjusting the Threads per Process parameter for the instance. 

• If all the OPP process have reached their respective maximum number of 
threads, the requests waiting to be processed remain in a queue to be 
processed as soon as threads become available. 
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Detailed Process Overview (1 of 2)

1. Choose a report to publish in XDO. 

To avoid breaking the seeded Concurrent program, copy the 
current program to a new name (such as Active Users XML) 
using the Copy Program functionality in FNDCMMCP. This 
provides a new Alias but doesn’t touch the seeded definitions. 
Any patches to the seeded program will update the copy as it 
points to the seeded program. Only maintenance is the need to 
update the parameter list if the seed programs parameters are 
changed. Add the report to a responsibilities report/request 
group.
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Detailed Process Overview (2 of 2)

2. Change the output format to XML and run the report to get a 
sample data set.

3. Using the XML data, create an RTF template in the Template 
Builder (Or you can create a PDF or XSL-FO template.)

4. Create a Data Definition and Template definition in 
Applications as XML Publisher Administrator. 

5. Link Template to Report using System Administration 
responsibility (Self-Service).

6. Setup OPP manager.
7. Submit the request and view the output.
8. Enable printing of the report (To print PDF output requires 

pasta and ghostview or acroread.)
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BI Publisher Desktop 5.6.3

• BI Publisher Desktop 5.6.3 (10.1.3.2)
• 5.6.3 = 10.1.3.2 for Enterprise users, same basic code tool 

can be used to login and connect to 10.1.3.2 BI Publisher 
Enterprise.

• Patch 5887917 Oracle XML Publisher Desktop Patch 5.6.3 
includes
– Template Builder for Word
– Template Builder Tutorial
– Template Viewer
– RTF, PDF and eText examples.
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XML Publisher References

• Note 364547.1 – Troubleshooting Oracle XML 
Publisher For The Oracle E-Business Suite 

• Note 737311.1 – How to Configure the Account 
Analysis Report in Release 12 for Large Reports 

• XML Publisher 5.6.3
– Note 422508.1 - About Oracle XML Publisher Release 5.6.3
– Oracle XML Publisher Administration and Developer's Guide 

Release 12 B31412-01
– Oracle XML Publisher Report Designer's Guide Release 12 

B31410-01
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Fax Your Documents through RightFax Server

• Deliver faxes directly from the BI Publisher Delivery 
Manager to any fax destination and query the status 
of the job using RightFax 9.3 or above. 

• Implemented by the Oracle Collections team for the 
Strategy Dunning Program.

• Blog article by Pradeep K. Sharma
– http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2009/07/now_fax_your_

documents_through_1.html

http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2009/07/now_fax_your_documents_through_1.html�
http://blogs.oracle.com/xmlpublisher/2009/07/now_fax_your_documents_through_1.html�
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