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INTRODUCTION 
This Technical Note describes how to install and configure Oracle Drive for use in an 
Oracle Application Server Portal (Oracle Portal) environment. Oracle Drive is a 
powerful WebDAV client. It maps the Oracle Portal Repository as a drive and allows 
you to perform desktop authoring and publishing, as well as portal specific metadata 
attribution, directly from the Windows desktop.  

You can use Oracle Drive with Oracle Portal (9.0.4.2) or later. No additional 
configuration is required on the Oracle Application Server middle-tier, infrastructure or 
Metadata Repository. Note that Oracle Drive does not work with earlier versions of 
Oracle Portal, including version 9.0.4 (Oracle Application Server 10g Base Release). 

SETTING UP ORACLE DRIVE 

INSTALLATION 
The Oracle Drive software must be installed on each Windows client that wants to take 
advantage of these capabilities. The installation is very easy and only requires you to 
choose an installation directory for the Oracle Drive software.  Simply follow the 
installation instructions provided by the Oracle Installer and reboot the Windows 
machine once the installation is complete. After restarting the computer you can see a 
new icon in the Windows system tray.  

 
Next, you must configure Oracle Drive to work with Oracle Portal. 

CONFIGURATION 
Each Oracle Drive installation must be configured to connect to the Oracle Portal 
Repository. Follow the steps described below: 

1. Open the Oracle Drive dialog box by double-clicking the icon in the Windows 
system tray. 

Figure 1: Oracle Drive Dialog 

 
 

2. To create a new Service, choose Service -> New Service.  
Figure 2: Service Properties Dialog 
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3. Specify the following properties: 
Service name: Name for your WebDAV connection 
Username: Oracle Portal Single Sign-On (SSO) user  
Server: <MIDTIER_HOST:PORT>/dav_portal/portal/ 
For example: http://mycompany.com:7781/dav_portal/portal 

4. Click OK. 

5. Choose a drive letter to map to the new Oracle Drive connection. 

Figure 3: Configured Oracle Drive Dialog 

 
6. Click Connect. Enter your Oracle Portal SSO username and password to 

authenticate and establish the connection. 
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Figure 4: Connection dialog 

 
7. The Oracle Drive WebDAV connection is assigned to the drive letter selected in 

Step 5 and is available in Windows Explorer. If you right-click any file or folder 
under the mapped Oracle Drive, extra file/folder menu options specific to Oracle 
Portal are now available. 

Figure 5: Oracle Portal- Right-click Menu Options for Files 

 

ORACLE PORTAL RIGHT-CLICK MENU OPTIONS 
The Oracle Portal menu options that are available when you right-click any file or folder 
under a mapped Oracle Drive are described below. When you choose one of these 
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menu options the appropriate Oracle Portal screen is displayed in a Browser window. 
Note that you are required to enter your Portal SSO username and password the first 
time an Oracle Portal screen opens in the Browser. However, you will not need to re-
authenticate when subsequent Oracle Portal screens are displayed. The following menus 
are available in Oracle Portal 10.1.4 and might be different in an earlier release. 

File Menu Options (Items) 
Set Properties: Displays the Edit Item screen. 
Change Access Control: Displays  Access settings for the item, if item level 
security is enabled. 
Preview Content: Displays actual item content. 
View Versions: Displays the version history of the item, if versioning is 
enabled. 
Approve/Reject: Allows an administrator to Approve or Reject Content that 
is pending. 
Submit for Approval: Allows a user with the ‘Manage Items with Approval’ 
privilege to submit an item that is in Draft mode. 

Folder Menu Options (Pages) 
Set Properties: Displays the Page Properties screen. 
Change Access Control: Displays the Access tab in the Page Properties 
screen. 
View Page: Displays actual page content. 

SUMMARY 
This Technical Note provides all the information you need to install and configure the 
Oracle Drive WebDAV Client for use with Oracle Portal.  This functionality enables 
users to be much more productive in desktop authoring and publishing. 

RELATED MATERIAL 
Oracle Drive Demonstration Viewlet
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