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THi1Ss FAQ ADDRESSES FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS RELATING TO AVAILABILITY,
CERTIFICATION, AND KEY MESSAGES OF MAPVIEWER IN ORACLE APPLICATION SERVER 10G
AND WEBLOGIC SERVER.

Overview
Packaging and Availability

Features
Additional Information

1.1 What is MapViewer?

MAPVIEWER IS A JAVA-BASED VISUALIZATION TOOL THAT IS USED TO RENDER, IN MAP FORM,
LOCATION BASED CONTENT AND SPATIAL DATA STORED USING THE SPATIAL FEATURE OF
ORACLE DATABASE. IT INCLUDES IT CAN ALSO RENDER MAP AND RELATED CONTENT FROM
ESRI SHAPE FILES, REAL-TIME XML FEEDS SUCH AS GEORSS, AND GEOGRAPHIC WEB
SERVICES INCLUDING THEMES FROM OPENGEOSPATIAL CONSORTIUM WEB FEATURE
SERVICES.

MAPVIEWER CAN BE USED TO:

CREATE CUSTOMIZED MAPS THAT SHOW GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES SUCH AS ROADS,
CITY AREAS, WATERWAYS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS.

DISPLAY MAP THEMES SUCH AS NATIONAL, STATE AND LOCAL BOUNDARIES.
VISUALIZE BUSINESS DATA (E.G. POPULATION DEMOGRAPHICS,
PSYCHODEMOGRAPHICS, SALES METRICS, ETC.), TO PORTRAY AND EXPLORE
RELATIONSHIPS THAT CAN OFTEN BEST BE EXPRESSED GRAPHICALLY AS GEOGRAPHIC
MAPS.

COMPLEMENT AN APPLICATIONS WORKFLOW, PROVIDING INTERACTION WITH
MAPPED DATA.

DELIVER CUSTOM MAPS OVER THE INTERNET AS A COMPONENT OF JDEVELOPER OR
AS A STANDALONE TOOL.

1.2 What are the new features in MapViewer 10.1.3.3?
AMONG THE MANY NEW FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES OF MAPVIEWER 10.I .3.3 ARE:

CERTIFICATION ON WEBLOGIC SERVER VERSION IO AND I10.3

POWERFUL AND OPEN JAVASCRIPT/AJAX MAPPING API FOR INTERACTIVE CLIENT
SIDE MAPPING

SUPPORT FOR SAFARI DESKTOP BROWSER

SuPPORT FOR ESRI SHAPE FILES

SECURE MAP RENDERING (ROLE BASED MAP CONTENT DISPLAY)

SuPPORT FOR OGC WEB FEATURE SERVER THEMES AND ANNOTATION TEXT
IMPROVED LABELING, TEXT STYLES, AND FEATURE RENDERING

PDF ouTPUT SUPPORT

IMPROVED NON SPATIAL DATA PROVIDER AND EXTERNAL SPATIAL DATA PROVIDER
APIs



1.3 How is MapViewer positioned in Fusion Middleware?

FusioN MIDDLEWARE MAPVIEWER IS ONE OF THE J2EE COMPONENTS INCLUDED IN ALL
EDITIONS OF WEBLOGIC SERVER, ORACLE APPLICATION SERVER, JDEVELOPER/ADEF, AND
ToPLINK.

1.4 Why was MapViewer developed?

MAPVIEWER WAS DEVELOPED TO SIMPLIFY THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPLICATIONS THAT
RENDER AND PRESENT LOCATION DATA AS PART OF WEB, MOBILE, PUBLIC SECTOR AND
BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. IT IS CURRENTLY USED BY NUMEROUS ORACLE APPLICATIONS AND
CUSTOMER IMPLEMENTATIONS.

1.5 What functionality does MapViewer deliver to developers?

MAPVIEWER PROVIDES AN XML REQUEST/RESPONSE VOCABULARY, JAVA CLIENT API, AND
JAVASCRIPT API LIBRARIES TO ENABLE APPLICATION DEVELOPERS TO EMBED MAP-
RENDERING CAPABILITY DIRECTLY INTO EXISTING APPLICATIONS. MORE CONTROL OF THE
IMAGE AND THE APPLICATION INTERACTION WITH THE MAP IS AFFORDED THROUGH THE
JAVASCRIPT/AJAX AND JAVA CLIENT APIS THAT SUPPORT MAP INTERACTION SUCH AS PAN,
ZOOM, LOCATE, RE-CENTER, CLICKABLE FEATURE OF INTEREST ETC. THE XML MAP
REQUEST API ALLOWS FULL CONTROL OF MAPVIEWER’S FUNCTIONALITY.

1.6 What are the primary benefits of MapViewer?

MAPVIEWER SAVES MONEY BY REDUCING DEVELOPMENT TIME THROUGH TIGHT
INTEGRATION WITH THE ADF ENVIRONMENT. MAPVIEWER INCREASES THE VALUE OF
LOCATION DATA IN THE ORACLE DATABASE BY PROVIDING A TIGHTLY COUPLED TOOL TO
VISUALIZE THESE DATA. IT IS CAN ALSO BE USED AS A POWERFUL “MASH-UP” COMPONENT TO
INTEGRATE STANDARDS-BASED AND COMMODITY MAPPING SERVICES (E.G.: OGC WEB
SERVICES, GOOGLEMAPS, VITUAL EARTH, MAP24, WHERE2GETIT, ETC.) WITH APPLICATION
DATA STORED IN ORACLE DATABASE AND ORACLE BI EE SOURCES. MAPVIEWER IMPROVES
APPLICATIONS SUMMARIZING COMPLEX BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DATA AND
RELATIONSHIPS IN AN EASILY UNDERSTOOD, UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED FORMAT - A MAP.

2.0 Packaging and Availability

2.1 How is MapViewer Licensed?

MAPVIEWER IS LICENSED AS A FEATURE OF THE ALL FUSION MIDDLEWARE APPLICATION
SERVER PRODUCTS (WEBLOGIC SERVER AND ORACLE APPLICATION SERVER EDITIONS) AS
WELL AS THE TOPLINK/ADF DEPLOYMENT OPTION.

2.2 How is MapViewer Delivered?

MAPVIEWER IS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD FROM OTN AND MYORACLESUPPORT
(FORMERLY METALINK). IT WILL ALSO BE PACKAGED ON THE ORACLE FUSION MIDDLEWARE
COMPANION DVD FOR DEPLOYMENT IN ALL SUPPORTED, LICENSED ENVIRONMENTS.



2.3 Can | download MapViewer from Oracle.com?

YES, MAPVIEWER CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM ITS OTN WEB SITE: http://
www.oracle.com/technology/products/mapviewer/index.html

3.1 What features does MapViewer provide?

MAPVIEWER IS A PROGRAMMABLE TOOL FOR RENDERING SIMPLE MAPS USING SPATIAL DATA
MANAGED BY ORACLE SPATIAL AND/OR ORACLE LOCATOR. MAPVIEWER INCLUDES
COMPONENTS THAT PERFORM CARTOGRAPHIC RENDERING, INTERACTIVE SCROLLABLE MAPS,
AND A MAP DEFINITION TOOL TO MANAGE MAP METADATA AND PORTRAYAL INFORMATION.

3.2 How does MapViewer work?

MAPVIEWER IS PRIMARILY A J2EE APPLICATION THAT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING
COMPONENTS:
® A CORE RENDERING ENGINE (SDOVIS) THAT PERFORMS CARTOGRAPHIC RENDERING
AND A SERVLET TO EXPOSE THE RENDERING FUNCTIONS TO WEB APPLICATIONS.
®* A SUITE OF APIs 1IN XML, Java, PL/SQL, AND AJAX-BASED JAVASCRIPT) THAT
ALLOW PROGRAMMABLE ACCESS TO MAPVIEWER FEATURES.
® A GRAPHICAL JAVA APPLICATION, MAP BUILDER, TO PERFORM MAP DESIGN-RELATED
ACTIVITIES.
® (ORACLE MAPS, WHICH INCLUDES MAP CACHE AND FOI (FEATURE OF INTEREST)
SERVERS THAT FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERACTIVE WEB MAPPING
APPLICATIONS USING THE JAVASCRIPT API LIBRARY.

MAPVIEWER IS A RENDERING ENGINE THAT BUILDS A JPEG OR PNG FORMAT IMAGE FOR A
USER SPECIFIED MAP DEFINED IN THE ORACLE DICTIONARY. A USER FIRST DEFINES A MAP
BY PICKING SPATIAL LAYERS (I.LE. SDO_GEOMETRY COLUMN NAMES) THEY WOULD LIKE TO
ASSOCIATE WITH A MAP. A USER DEFINES THESE MAPS BY POPULATING INFORMATION INTO
ORACLE DICTIONARY TABLES. THE ORACLE DICTIONARY WILL ALSO CONTAIN METADATA
ASSOCIATED WITH SYMBOLOGY, LABEL, AND STYLE RULES FOR SPATIAL LAYERS ASSOCIATED
WITH A MAP. A SET OF CONFIGURABLE STYLES AND SYMBOLS ARE POPULATED IN THE
ORACLE DICTIONARY WHEN MAPVIEWER IS INSTALLED.

® DYNAMIC SYMBOL AND STYLE DEFINITIONS, ALONG WITH SQL STATEMENTS THAT
RETURN GEOMETRIES CAN ALSO BE SUBMITTED TOGETHER WITH A MAP DISPLAY
REQUEST. THE GEOMETRIES RETURNED FROM THE DYNAMIC SQL STATEMENTS ARE
DISPLAYED ON THE RENDERED MAP AND DISPLAYED IN ANY BROWSER.

ORACLE MAPS, BUILT ON CORE MAPVIEWER FEATURES, USES A MAP TILE SERVER THAT
CACHES MAP IMAGE TILES, AND A FEATURE OF INTEREST (FOI) SERVER THAT STREAMS LIVE
DATA OUT OF A DATABASE (OR OTHER SUPPORTED SOURCE) TO BE DISPLAYED AS
INTERACTIVE FEATURES ON A MAP.



3.3 From which programming languages can the MapViewer API be called?

THE MAPVIEWER XML API CAN BE CALLED FROM ANY PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE THAT
CAN SUBMIT AND RECEIVE XML TO/FROM WEBLOGIC SERVER OR ORACLE APPLICATION
SERVER (I1.LE. HTML rorMs, Java, C, OCI, Pro*C, PL/SQL, ETC...). MAPVIEWER WILL
RETURN AN XML RESPONSE THAT CONTAINS A URL TO THE MAP IMAGE, AND ADDITIONAL
METADATA. MAPVIEWER ALSO PROVIDES A THIN JAVA CLIENT API FOR INTERACTING WITH
THE RENDERING ENGINE THROUGH THE HTTP PROTOCOL. MAPVIEWER ALSO PROVIDES A
POWERFUL AND COMPLETE JAVASCRIPT/AJAX API FOR DEVELOPING HIGHLY INTERACTIVE
AND PERFORMANT WEB MAPPING APPLICATIONS. THIS API CAN BE INVOKED FROM ANY WEB
PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES FROM HTML 1O PHP TO ASP.NET.

3.4 Can MapViewer be used independently of Oracle Fusion Middleware?

MAPVIEWER IS LICENSED ONLY WITH ORACLE FUSION MIDDLEWARE PRODUCT. IT REQUIRES
A J2EE CONTAINER, JDBC, XML PARSERS AND OTHER COMPONENTS SUPPLIED WITH
ORACLE FUSION MIDDLEWARE PRODUCTS. IN ADDITION, MAPVIEWER APPLICATIONS CAN BE
DEPLOYED IN ANY STANDARD J2EE CONTAINER PROVIDED THE CUSTOMER HAS SUFFICIENT
LICENSES OF FUSION MIDDLEWARE PRODUCTS (WEBLOGIC SERVER, ORACLE APPLICATION
SERVER, AND/OR TOPLINK/ADF DEPLOYMENT OPTION).

4.0 Additional Information

4.1 Where can | get additional information about MapViewer?

IN ADDITION TO THIS FAQ, TECHNICAL WHITE PAPERS, THE MAPVIEWER USER'S GUIDE, A
MAPVIEWER DiSCUSSION FORUM AND OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION ARE AVAILABLE
FROM OTN.
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