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 Data Sheet 

Oracle Fusion Cloud ERP vs. SAP 

Oracle is leading the way in cloud ERP. Oracle Fusion Cloud ERP has been cloud-based from the beginning, with continuous innovation 

delivered quarterly. It's intelligent, predictive, fully connected, and built for flexibility. You can start your transformation now, whatever 

your starting point, to create instant business value in the cloud. 

 

Compare SAP's ERP solutions to Oracle Cloud ERP and see why Oracle is the better choice for you. 

 

BUSINESS  

BENEFIT  

SAP S/4HANA 

CLOUD EXTENDED 

EDITION 

SAP S/4HANA 

CLOUD 

ESSENTIALS 

EDITION 

ORACLE CLOUD 

ERP 
WHY THIS MATTERS  

True cloud SaaS 

applications 

Not SaaS, hosted 

legacy 

SaaS SaaS True SaaS is required to 

enable continuous digital 

innovation without end-of 

life and implementation 

disruption required for 

today’s business. 

Complete suite  

of modular 

applications 

ERP-centric but 

comprehensive 

set of modules. 

Limited 

financials and 

manufacturing 

capabilities. 

Full suite of 

flexible modular 

SaaS 

applications. 

When all modules are built 

on unified data, you can 

optimize processes and 

analyse data across 

departments. Modularity 

allows for diverse business 

models and priority-

focused implementation. 

Continuous 

innovation across all 

applications 

Traditional 

disruptive 

upgrades 

Quarterly SaaS 

updates 

Quarterly SaaS 

updates 

Quarterly updates allow 

continuous innovation 

based on the latest 

technologies. 

Budgeting and 

forecasting across 

lines of business and 

data sources 

Only traditional 

budgeting and 

forecasting. Will 

not be supported 

starting in 2027. 

Only traditional 

budgeting and 

forecasting. 

Will not be 

supported 

starting in 

2027. 

Supports 

connected 

enterprise 

planning and 

multiple 

planning 

approaches. 

Planning and forecasting 

across functions leverages 

all enterprise data gives you 

a holistic view of the 

business. 

Ability to anticipate 

and react to market 

conditions and 

disruptions with 

scenario modelling 

Limited 

capabilities 

Limited 

capabilities 

Supports 

multiple 

scenario 

planning 

approaches. 

Scenario planning prepares 

organizations for disruption 

and unforeseen events. 
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Embedded risk 

management across 

functions 

Fragmented 

across multiple 

application and 

technology 

layers. 

Fragmented 

across multiple 

application and 

technology 

layers. 

Pervasive risk 

management 

with embedded 

data science 

across the 

applications 

and platform. 

Built-in risk management 

and data science 

strengthens financial 

controls, stops cash leaks, 

streamlines audit, and 

detects emerging risks. 

Flexible ledger 

structures 

Thick ledger Thick ledger Choice of thick 

ledger, thin 

ledger, or 

structured 

federated 

ledger 

(subledger 

accounting). 

A flexible ledger lets users 

decide how much data 

flows into the general 

ledger, based on their 

business and reporting 

needs.1 

One source of truth 

for finance and HR 

data to improve 

decision-making 

Legacy 

application 

connected to 

cloud. HR data  

is in silos. 

SaaS with 

multiple 

acquired 

disparate  

HR modules. 

SaaS solution 

with a single 

data model for 

HR, finance, 

and other lines 

of business. 

Unified data avoids overly 

complex reporting and 

analysis. No need for IT to 

normalize data. 

Configurable,  

not customizable 

applications 

Customizable Configurable Configurable Rule-driven configurations 

and workflow changes don't 

require IT support. They 

also drive security and 

continuous optimization 

without business disruption. 

One solution for 

small, midsize, and 

large companies 

SAP positions 

different 

solutions based 

on company size. 

SAP Business 

ByDesign for 

small/midsize 

and the S/4 

HANA products 

for large 

enterprises. 

SAP positions 

different 

solutions based 

on company 

size. SAP 

Business 

ByDesign for 

small/midsize 

and the S/4 

HANA products 

for large 

enterprises. 

Single solution 

to support 

small, midsize, 

and large 

companies. 

Capabilities can 

be deployed as 

needed. 

A single solution means no 

need to migrate if the 

company grows or 

requirements evolve. You 

can deploy the same 

applications across HQ, 

subsidiaries, and business 

units regardless of size. 

Product comparison accurate as of March 2021.    

For more information, check: 

 Oracle Best ERP https://www.oracle.com/erp/solutions/best-erp/  

 Analyst reports: https://www.oracle.com/corporate/analyst-reports.html 

 

https://www.oracle.com/erp/solutions/best-erp/
https://www.oracle.com/corporate/analyst-reports.html


 

3 Copyright © 2021, Oracle and/or its affiliates  /  Public  

1 A thin ledger contains the segments (data elements) company/account/center, such as project and product. The number of segments is geared toward financial reporting, 

such as creating an income statement, balance sheet, trial balance, etc. A thick ledger contains more segments than what you need for accounting. The additional 

segments add more to reporting and analyses but make the general ledger more complex. Companies often use a thick general ledger as a general-purpose analytics tool. 

Says Deloitte, "Making a COA overly complex isn’t going to ensure an unequivocal view of the business. It will open it up to interpretation and guesswork.” A third option is 

a structured federated ledger ("such as the Oracle Accounting Hub and Oracle Subledger Accounting), which allows for hierarchies of companies in general ledger, each 

with their own segments and some shared federated segments. 
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