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Database Security Central FAQ

Database security remains fragmented across disconnected tools and manual processes, leaving organizations
unable to fully understand how excessive privileges, misconfigurations, sensitive data exposure and suspicious
activity combine to create risk. Security and compliance teams spend significant time assembling audit evidence
and investigating issues because critical insight about users, data, systems, and activity is scattered across
databases and point solutions.

Oracle Database Security Central fills this challenge by unifying database security visibility and governance
across the fleet. It provides a centralized command center for a unified view of risk, sensitive data, policy
governance, activity monitoring, and SQL threat prevention. It correlates insights into risks across users, data, and
systems to strengthen security posture, prioritize remediation, and maintain continuous compliance at fleet scale.
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Frequently asked questions

Overview

What is Oracle Database Security Central?
Oracle Database Security Central is a customer-managed solution that provides centralized visibility, governance,
and policy control across an organization’s database estate.

It brings together four connected 360 views and unified security policy management:

Data360: Visibility into sensitive data and where it resides.

User360: Insight into users, privileges, access, and associated risk.

Configuration360: Assessment of database security posture, configuration issues, and control gaps.
Audit360: Centralized visibility into database activity, audit data, and compliance evidence.

Security policy management: Enforce consistent security controls across the fleet.

By connecting these signals, Security Central helps teams identify significant exposures, prioritize remediation,
standardize security controls, and support audit and compliance reporting. Customers can deploy and operate it
on premises or in a cloud environment while retaining control of the security management plane and related
security data.

Why did Oracle introduce Security Central?

Oracle introduced Security Central to give organizations a unified, fleet-wide view of database risk and a
consistent way to manage security controls. It addresses the limitations of disconnected tools and manual
processes while helping teams respond more quickly to Al-driven threats, reduce compliance effort, and protect
databases consistently across diverse environments.

What questions can Security Central answer?

Security Central helps teams answer critical database security and governance questions across a single database
or an entire fleet, including:
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Where is sensitive data, and is it protected consistently?

Who has privileged access, how was it granted, and has that access drifted?
Which databases have configuration or compliance gaps?

Which databases are missing patches and are exposed to known vulnerabilities?
What database activity is being audited, and who is accessing sensitive data?
Are security and monitoring policies applied consistently across the fleet?

Is unauthorized or anomalous SQL activity being detected or blocked?

What evidence is available for audits and investigations?

By bringing these signals together, Security Central helps teams move from isolated findings to prioritized
remediation and consistent security controls across the database estate.

What value does Oracle Database Security Central provide to different stakeholders?

Oracle Database Security Central helps leaders and teams manage database security more consistently across the
enterprise:

e CISOs: Gain a consolidated view of database risk, prioritize remediation, and support audit and
compliance reporting with stronger, more defensible evidence.

e Security teams: Correlate user risk, sensitive data, security posture, and activity to identify and address
the exposures that matter most.

¢ Database operations leaders: Standardize security controls, reduce access and configuration drift, and
minimize manual effort across the database estate.

e Compliance teams: Maintain consistent evidence, streamline report preparation, and sustain audit
readiness across large and complex database environments.

Differentiated Features

What is User360? How does it help reduce privileged-user risk?

User360 helps organizations understand user risk across the Oracle database fleet. It provides visibility into
privileged and high-risk users, direct and indirect access paths, stale and dormant accounts, and entitlement drift
over time so access reviews can focus on users and accounts that create the greatest operational and security risk.

Privileged access often accumulates through direct grants, nested roles, inherited privileges, and temporary
exceptions. User360 gives organizations a consolidated view of those access paths and changes so they can
identify excessive privileges, investigate why they exist, and remediate risky entitlements quickly.

What is Data360? Why is it important?

Data360 helps organizations discover, classify, and understand sensitive data across the database estate. It
identifies where sensitive information resides across production, test, development, and reporting environments,
helping teams reduce uncertainty about what data exists and where it is exposed.

Data360 supports more than 181 sensitive data types, along with custom sensitive-data types, enabling
organizations apply repeatable classification policies across environments.

Many organizations do not have a reliable fleet-wide view of where sensitive data resides or how it is classified.
Without that view, the same type of data can be protected unevenly or audited inconsistently. Data360 helps
teams identify where sensitive data exists and focus controls where they matter most.

What is Configuration360? What is configuration drift, and why does it matter?

Configuration360 provides continuous visibility into database security posture across the database fleet. It helps
organizations establish baseline settings, detect drift, map findings to frameworks such as CIS, DISA STIG, and
GDPR, and prioritize findings based on risk and operational impact.
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Configuration drift occurs when a database moves away from approved security baseline because of exceptions,
temporary changes, patching differences, local workarounds, or inconsistent hardening practices. Over time,
these deviations can create hidden exposure, weaken compliance posture, and introduce security gaps that are
difficult to detect across large database estates. Security Central helps surface these changes continuously so
teams can remediate them before they lead to security incidents.

What is Audit360? How does it support investigations and reporting?

Audit360 provides centralized visibility into database activity and audit evidence across one or more databases. It
brings together audit collection, user activity, interactive reports, alerts, scheduled reporting, and export
capabilities to help teams investigate activity, answer who did what, when, where, and how, and maintain audit
readiness.

What is Unified Policy Management? Which policies can Security Central help manage?

Unified Policy Management gives teams a centralized framework to create, standardize, deploy, and retire
database security policies across the database estate. Rather than managing policies separately for each
database, teams can apply controls consistently across multiple databases, reduce policy variance and manual
effort, and simplify administration as security requirements evolve.

For Oracle Database, Security Central supports centralized management of:

Audit policies

Alert policies

Oracle Database Vault policies
Oracle Database Firewall policies
Oracle SQL Firewall policies

For example, teams can define a privileged-user audit policy to monitor user creation, privilege grants, role
changes, and other administrative activity, then deploy it consistently across the database fleet from a single
console. They can also create and centrally manage audit policies that monitor access to sensitive data. Across
Oracle and supported non-Oracle targets, it can manage alert and Database Firewall policies.

What is the role of the Al Advisor and Assistant in Security Central?

The GenAl-powered Al Advisor and Al Assistant help teams move more quickly from security questions to action
by simplifying analysis, investigation, configuration, and alert policy creation.

The Al Advisor allows teams to use natural language to explore user activity, security risks, sensitive data
exposure, and compliance posture. It also provides step-by-step guidance for security configuration,
investigations, and administrative tasks.

The Al Assistant enables administrators to describe alert conditions in natural language and translates that intent
into structured policy rules that can be applied directly.

Together, these capabilities reduce manual effort and configuration errors, improve detection quality, and
accelerate the path from insight to action.

What is the Security Control Center, and how does it help prioritize risk?

The Security Control Center correlates user risk, sensitive-data exposure, configuration posture, policy status,
audit activity, and SQL threat signals to provide a prioritized view of database risk across the fleet. It helps teams
identify combinations of exposure, such as a high-risk user with access to sensitive data on a database that has
drifted from its approved baseline, enabling them to prioritize remediation where it will have the greatest impact.

What is Database Firewall? How is it related to Oracle SQL Firewall?
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Database Firewall inspects SQL traffic before it reaches the database. It uses a patented grammar-based engine
that understands SQL structure, not just text patterns or signatures. Database Firewall can evaluate contextual
attributes such as source, program, database user, operating system user, and connection path to alert on
suspicious access or block unauthorized SQL, including SQL injection and data exfiltration attempts. Database
Firewall is deployed in the network, providing a layer of protection before database traffic reaches its destination,
and supports both Oracle Database and selected 3" party databases.

Oracle SQL Firewall, introduced natively in Oracle Al Database 26ai extends SQL-aware protection directly into the
database kernel. Security Central provides centralized policy governance for both Database Firewall and SQL
Firewall, allowing teams to apply and monitor SQL-aware defenses consistently across the fleet.

Can Security Central help detect suspicious behavior?

Yes. Security Central uses policy-based alerts to identify suspicious activity using structured conditions and
thresholds. Teams can combine audit activity, firewall events, user risk, and sensitive-data exposure to focus on
higher-risk activity. Database Firewall and Oracle SQL Firewall can also block unauthorized SQL when configured
for enforcement.

Supported environments and integrations

Does Security Central support Oracle and non-Oracle databases?

Yes. Security Central supports heterogeneous estates that include Oracle Database and supported non-Oracle
platforms such as Microsoft SQL Server, MySQL, PostgreSQL, IBM Db2, SAP Sybase, and MongoDB. It can also
collect audit data from operating systems and custom sources in XML, JSON, and CSV formats.

Feature availability varies by platform. User360, Data360, and Configuration360 are designed for Oracle
Database, while audit monitoring, alerting, and Database Firewall capabilities extend to supported non-Oracle
targets. Consult current product documentation for supported versions and feature details.

Compliance, investigation, and reporting

How does Security Central help with compliance and audit readiness?

Security Central improves compliance and audit readiness by centralizing security assessment, activity
monitoring, and compliance reporting across the database fleet. Instead of assembling evidence manually from
disconnected tools and databases, security and compliance teams can get consolidated visibility into users,
sensitive data, configurations, audit activity, and policy posture from a single command center. By continuously
monitoring posture and correlating risk signals across the estate, Security Central helps teams move from
periodic audit preparation to a more continuous state of audit readiness and governance.

Security Central includes out-of-the-box activity reports, interactive filtering, audit insights dashboards,
scheduled reporting, PDF and spreadsheet export, and self-audit reporting. These capabilities help teams answer
“who did what, when, where, and how” across one or more databases without manually stitching evidence
together from separate systems.

Security Central provides predefined reports for common regulations and standards such as GDPR, PCI DSS,
HIPAA, SOX, IRS 1075, UK DPA, and GLBA, along with mappings of security assessment findings to frameworks
such as CIS and DISA STIG. Customers should verify the available reports for their specific database release.

How does Security Central support SOC and SIEM workflows?

Security Central can forward database security alerts and events to SOC and SIEM platforms through syslog. It
also supports open-schema and pull-based access for downstream analytics and reporting, helping organizations
incorporate database security signals into existing security operations.
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Deployment and operations

How is Security Central deployed?

Security Central is a customer-managed solution, and it is delivered as a preconfigured software appliance
designed to simplify deployment across hybrid database estates. The software appliance includes the Security
Central application stack, supporting services, database components, operating system, and integrated
management capabilities.

It can be deployed on x86-64 infrastructure on premises, through Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCl) Marketplace
images, as a virtualized image, or through image-based deployments on AWS and Microsoft Azure.

What collection or deployment models are supported?

Security Central supports multiple collection and deployment models to accommodate different network
architectures, operational requirements, and security policies. Supported approaches include agent-based,
agentless, remote-agent, proxy-based, and out-of-band models. The appropriate collection model depends on
the target database type, network topology, isolation requirements, performance considerations, and the specific
security use case of audit collection, SQL monitoring, blocking, or reporting. This flexibility allows organizations to
deploy Security Central across on-premises, cloud, and multi-cloud environments while aligning with enterprise
security and operational standards.

Does Security Central support high availability?

Yes. Security Central is designed with a resilient, high-availability architecture to support continuous security
operations. The platform uses Oracle Real Application Clusters (RAC) to provide redundancy, automatic failover,
and load balancing for core platform services.

Oracle Database Firewall also supports multiple high-availability deployment options. For monitoring-only
deployments, such as monitoring with Host Monitor or out-of-band monitoring, Database Firewall can be
configured as a primary/standby resilient pair. For monitoring and blocking deployments in proxy mode,
Database Firewall can be deployed in active/passive or active/active configurations. Deployment topology should
be planned based on your network design, database traffic flow, monitoring or blocking requirements,
performance needs, and availability objectives.

What automation and integration capabilities does Security Central provide?

Security Central is designed to integrate into existing security and operational workflows. It provides a command-
line interface (CLI) for scripting and automation, lifecycle policies to automate audit data retention and archival,
and supports open schema integration for data access. It also integrates with third-party SIEM platforms through
syslog and supports single sign-on (SSO) with enterprise identity providers, helping organizations streamline
operations and reduce manual administration.

What should I plan before implementation?

Before implementation, plan the target databases and versions, collection methods, expected audit volume,
retention and archival, high availability, and monitoring or blocking requirements. Also account for sizing,
network topology, identity provider integration, and SIEM/syslog integration. Use current product documentation
and Oracle guidance for detailed prerequisites. For sizing guidance, refer to My Oracle Support MOS note: Oracle
Database Security Central Best Practices and Sizing Calculator, Note ID: KB921306.

Oracle Audit Vault and Database Firewall (AVDF) Migration

Is there an upgrade path from AVDF to Database Security Central?

Yes. Oracle provides an out-of-place upgrade path that enables a controlled transition with minimal disruption.
AVDF release 20.14 or later is required to use the upgrade path. Refer to the product documentation for
prerequisites and detailed upgrade instructions.
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How can I migrate my AVDF licenses to Database Security Central?
For licensing and migration eligibility, contact your Oracle account representative or Oracle Sales.

Learn more

For additional information about Oracle Database Security Central, visit:

e https://www.oracle.com/security/database-security/database-security-central/
e https://blogs.oracle.com/database/dbseccentral
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Connect with us

Call +1.800.0RACLE1 or visit oracle.com. Outside North America, find your local office at: oracle.com/contact.
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