
The long-term view.
The fact that there are so many emerging cloud-based 
technologies is a clue to how to approach your cloud
journey—whether you’re at the start, or progressing well
along it. Cloud is a process of discovery, and there are
many entry points and possible phases. 

The research uncovered your peers’ experiences of the cloud, 
and we’ve shared their thoughts with you. Now, we invite both
you and them to ask us what else is possible, and how we
can help you achieve it.

  

Wherever you may be in your 
cloud journey, Oracle can help. 
Start for free, view the full survey results 

oracle.com/goto/asiasouth/yourplatform

Source: Cloud Insights survey, Longitude Research, August 2017 

What to Expect
When Moving
to the Cloud

Cloud technologies are dramatically reshaping how 
businesses run, and how people work and live. 

The experience of enterprises that have already progressed 
along their cloud journey could be useful to those that are 
still on the fence. So here’s an opportunity to learn more 

In a recent survey, Longitude Research interviewed 730 IT 
leaders. Respondents came from a variety of industries 
across 13 countries, and from companies with annual 
revenues of one billion USD or greater.

This research shows that companies with the greatest 

in the cloud, and the greatest increases in productivity 
and competitiveness. More valuable insights, higher 
levels of innovation, and lower costs were also reported. 
Reassuringly, those with the highest levels of cloud 
exposure reported the highest levels of cloud security.

the survey.
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It’s no longer a 
question of when, 
but how you move 
to the cloud.
The cloud is no longer just an enterprise 
technology trend. In much of the world, it is now 
part of businesses’ technological foundations. 

Asking yourself when—or whether—your 
organization should move to the cloud is no 
longer relevant. It’s now about how you can 

tactical objectives.
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Moving to the cloud
boosts customer 
satisfaction with 
faster time to market.
The research supports the premise that 
application development and testing in the 
cloud speeds time to market, increasing 
customer satisfaction. 

In fact, around seven in 10 (69 percent) 
of survey respondents said that 
moving to the cloud will enable their 
organizations to meet their customers’ 
needs more effectively.

Moving our applications,
DevOps, and workloads
to the cloud is integral
to our organization
being competitive.

72%
 

say:

“

”

2
You need

to bridge your
cloud skills gap.

Security is no longer the primary challenge 
when moving to the cloud. Instead, the main 

right expertise—whether from internal talent 

and deliver your cloud strategy. 

Demand is already outpacing supply as more 
enterprises adopt cloud technology. It could 
very well be time to either start or intensify 
your search for the technology vendors or 

skilled cloud professionals you need.

60%
of respondents
believe they have  

Whether it’s speed in launching new
applications, reaching into new geographies, 
or making the most of deployed infrastructure, 

of the cloud.

“

”Jeff  Wittich, 
Director of Cloud Service Provider Business, 
Intel Corporation

Huge data opportunities are emerging from
advances in areas such as AI and automation, 
and companies really need to be in a position 
where they can experiment quickly and cheaply. 
This becomes possible if you’ve done your cloud 
migration right.

“

”

We have to think a lot about change control 
and automated testing. When you’re on
premises, the delays and bureaucracy give 
you almost no wiggle room in terms of

us to be more disciplined in deciding how to 
streamline, how to automate and improve 
testing, and how to communicate changes in 
our service to customers.

“

”

Conny Björling, 
Head of Enterprise Architecture, 
Skanska

Effective migration?

starting point.
When shifting workloads and applications into a 

cloud environment, companies must map a 
migration path. They need to consider how complex 
and mission critical it is, the likely cost of application 

downtime, and which workloads lend themselves 
best to the cloud or on-premises environments.

Workloads can be prioritized according to how easy 
they are to migrate—allowing extra time to prepare 

complex workloads. By rating categories of 
workloads against business and technical criteria, 

Cloud enables 
data-model 
experimentation 
and better insights.
Eight in 10 cloud-mature companies 
reported a greater ability to experiment 
with different data models. 77 percent are 
more able to generate better data insights 
—the primary motivation for companies 
managing data in the cloud. Most 
respondents reported or expected better 
performance in areas including scaling 
storage, maintaining and updating data, 
and data security.

Increased 
innovation and 

competitiveness 
are the upshot.

Six in 10 reported that innovation 
levels have increased, or are expected 
to, since moving testing to the cloud. 

Over half said their competitiveness 
has improved. Better application 

development is also attributed
to the shift.

Paul  Van Hout, 
CEO and Founder,
Pragmatyxs

7
Reducing 
costs is a 
main driver 
for cloud 
integration.

PaaS is making integration easier—across applications, processes, 
data, and APIs, for example.

While integration priorities vary between companies, cost, 

agendas. Reducing costs is crucial for all responders, but responding 
to business requests quickly is more often a priority for cloud-mature 
companies, as well as connecting Software as a Service (SaaS) with 
on-premises applications. The ability to future-proof applications is 
also a key motivator for fast-moving industries.

8The gap between cloud-mature businesses 
and late adopters is widest in data analytics. 
Since beginning their move to the cloud, the 

more cloud-experienced companies report 
improvements in application speed and 

responsiveness, their ability to experiment 
and generate insights from their data, and in 

other IT performance metrics. 

Just having those resources 
available and not having to 
operate within a completely 

has enabled us to apply new 
analytics techniques, as well as 
deep-learning models, to the 
data that we have.

“

”

Jeff  Wittich, 
Director of Cloud Service Provider Business, 

Intel Corporation

10The same tools 
used for security can 

effectively monitor 
performance.

A lot of people think, ‘If we 
move to the cloud, it’s all out 
of our control.’ Actually, you 
can focus on the right areas    
to control.

“

”
James Stewart, 
Independent Consultant and Former 

for the UK Government

James Stewart, 
Independent Consultant and former Deputy 

Conny Björling, 
Head of Enterprise Architecture, 
Skanska

50 percent of respondents pointed
to improvements in their ability to 
integrate cloud and on-premises 
applications, connect applications 
through the integration of data 
streams, and add functionality 

and services to applications.  

50%
claim integration
improvements

Cloud tools that detect and prevent security threats 
can be used to monitor application performance.

Cloud services should provide monitoring
and analytics of applications across different 

environments—issuing early breach and outage 
warnings, ensuring continuous compliance,
and providing response times and alerts to 

deteriorating application performance.

Contrary to common perception that
security vulnerabilities are greater in

the cloud, cloud-mature companies are

Cloud helps drive
better insights and

uncover new
possibilities.

Cloud

Why do people think they’re more secure 
running their own platforms internally than 
going to a cloud vendor? If the vendor is 
treating the service in the right way, it’s 
probably more secure than running it
internally in your own data center.

“

”9
Cloud is the 
safest place 
for data.
The research shows that the more 
progress a company has made with 

about the security of their data and 
systems. Cloud-mature companies  
believe that the safest place for their 
data is not in data centers, but in the 
cloud. Far from weakening their control, 
their move to the cloud is enhancing it. 

10 Lessons From Your Peers

the right skills in house 
to fully utilize cloud-based 
applications.

“
”

Without a clearly thought-out strategy, 
organizations risk replicating their
internal on-premises structures in the 
cloud. That could be extremely painful.

“
”
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