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 Introduction 

Starting with Oracle Database 12c Release 1 (12.1), Oracle Database on Microsoft Windows 

supports the use of an Oracle Home User, specified at the time of installation. This Oracle 

Home User is used to run the Windows services for a Oracle home, and is similar to the oracle 

user on Oracle Database on Linux. This user is associated with an Oracle home and cannot be 

changed to a different user post installation. Different Oracle homes on a system can share the 

same Oracle Home User or use different Oracle Home Users. 

The Oracle Home User is different from an Oracle Installation User. The Oracle Installation 

User is the user who requires administrative privileges to install Oracle products. The Oracle 

Home User is used to run the Windows services for the Oracle Home. 

The Oracle Home User can be the Windows built-in account or a Windows User Account.  For 

enhanced security, Oracle recommends that a standard Windows User Account be chosen as 

the Oracle Home User for a database server installation. If a Windows user account is used, it 

must be a standard Windows user account (not an administrator) and for single instance 

database installations can be a local user, a domain user, or a managed services account.  For 

Oracle Database RAC installations, the Windows user account must be a domain user. Please 

refer to the Microsoft Windows documentation for more information on the different types of 

Windows user accounts.
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Installation 

 

 

During installation of the Oracle Database 12c on Windows, the installer will display the screen shown 

above with three choices. These choices are described below. 

Use Existing Windows User 

If the Use Existing Windows User option is chosen, the user provided must be a standard Windows user 

account (not an administrator) and if this is a single instance database installation the user can be a 

local user, a domain user, or a managed services account. If this is an Oracle RAC database installation, 

the existing user must be a Windows domain user. The Oracle installer will display an error if this user 

has administrator privileges.   

Create New Windows User 

If the Create New Windows User option is chosen, the Oracle installer will create a new standard 

Windows user account for use as the Oracle Home User. Please note that this user will not have login 

privileges.  This option is not available for an Oracle RAC Database installation. 
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Use Windows Built-in Account 

The Use Windows Built-in Account option uses the Windows Built-in account as the Oracle Home User. 

 

Oracle Home User Utility and Changes to Existing Database Tools 

As the Oracle Home User may be a standard Windows user account, Windows tools can be used to 

manage this Windows account, for example to change its password.  However, after the Windows 

password is changed, the password for all Oracle Services running under the Windows user account 

must be updated.  To facilitate this, this release introduces a new utility called the Oracle Home User 

Control (available as a shortcut in the Windows Programs menu). This is a command-line tool that 

displays Oracle Home User name associated with the current Oracle home and updates the password 

for all Oracle Services running under the Windows user account. 

Some Oracle services on Windows also have new tools to assist in creating and modifying the services 

using the Oracle Home User credentials, for example, oramtsctl.exe for Oracle Services for MTS and 

OraClrCtl.exe for Oracle Database Extensions for .NET. 

Many of the standard tools that are provided with the database (for example oradim.exe) have been 

updated in this release to accept an Oracle Home User password. These tools have also been modified 

to accept the password information via standard input (stdin), to make scripting of database tasks 

easier and more secure. 

 

More Information 

For more information on the Oracle Home User and related changes to the Oracle Universal Installer 

and Oracle Database utilities, please see the Oracle Database Platform Guide for Microsoft Windows and the 

Oracle Database Installation Guide for Windows, both of which are part of the Oracle Database 

Documentation Library. 
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