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Safe harbor statement

The following is intended to outline our general product direction. It is 
intended for information purposes only, and may not be incorporated 
into any contract. It is not a commitment to deliver any material, code, 
or functionality, and should not be relied upon in making purchasing 
decisions. The development, release, timing, and pricing of any features 
or functionality described for Oracle’s products may change and 
remains at the sole discretion of Oracle Corporation.



Our mission is to help 

people see data in new ways, 

discover insights, unlock 

endless possibilities.
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Oracle EPM Overview



Corporate Process & Capabilities

Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

Enterprise Planning

Financial Close &

Ops Systems

Data 
Assurance

Strategic 
Plans

Budget/

Forecast
Profitability Reporting

Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

Reconciliations & Taxation
•  Account  •  Balance  • Certification • Provisioning   • Tax Reporting

Sub Ledger Close
General Ledger 

Close Data Assurance Consolidation Reporting

Financial Close
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Business Process and Capabilities
Enterprise Planning

Aug-20
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Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

• Forecast/model 
strategic possibilities

• Select strategies

• Set targets

• MA analysis

• Seed targets to annual 
operating plan

• Start annual process

• Evaluate projects, 
resource and capital 
requirements

• Evaluate Financial 
Performance

• Allocations by 
business view

• Update strategic 
plan with latest 
forecast

• Management

• Statutory

• Device independent

• Financial aware

• Ad hoc analysis

• Map multiple COAs

• Enable drill back to 
detail

• Business owned 
capability (No IT)

• Actuals

• Multiple Source 
Systems

• Operational drivers

• HR information

Financial 
Close & Ops 

Systems

Data 
Assurance

Strategic 
Plans

Budget / 
Forecast

Profitability Reporting



Business Process and Capabilities
Financial Close
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Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

Reconciliations & Taxation
•  Account  •  Balance  • Certification • Provisioning   • Tax Reporting

Close sub ledgers into GL (AR, AP, 
FA, etc.)

Perform Reconciliations and 
Post Accruals

Create external reports with 
disclosures and financial data

Automate consolidated financial 
reports leveraging multiple hierarchies 
and calculations

Gather and validate complete data 
sets to support all financial 
reporting needs

Deliver self service financial 
reporting to the organization

Automate and deliver 
external & statutory 
filings

Sub Ledger 
Close

General 
Ledger 
Close

Data 
Assurance

Consolidati
on

Internal 
Mgmt

Reporting

External 
Financial 
Reporting

Filing



Corporate Process & Capabilities

Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

Enterprise Planning

Financial Close &

Ops Systems

Data 
Assurance

Strategic 
Plans

Budget/

Forecast
Profitability Reporting

Visibility and Process Management
•  Workflow •  Audit  • Task Orientated • Scheduling • Work Calendar

Reconciliations & Taxation
•  Account  •  Balance  • Certification • Provisioning   • Tax Reporting

Sub Ledger Close
General Ledger 

Close Data Assurance Consolidation Reporting

Financial Close
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Adaptable | Personalized | Complete | Connected | Trusted
Oracle EPM Cloud Suite

Aug-20
Copyright © 2020, Oracle and/or its affiliates11

Profitability & 
Cost Mgt

Narrative 
Reporting

Enterprise 
Planning

Financial 
Consolidation & Close

Account 
Reconciliation

Tax Reporting

Enterprise Data 
Management



Copyright © 2015 Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 12

Collaborate 
Securely

Work Effectively with Managed Collaboration

AUTHOR

REVIEWER

REVIEWER

AUTHOR

SIGNER

SIGNEROWNER

AUTHOR AUTHORREVIEWER



Clive Dalton

Business Solutions Consultant

Narrative in a Nutshell



To Do It Right, You Need It All!
EPM Cloud - Narrative Reporting

Reporting
• Centralized Reporting from ERP, EPM 

and Essbase OCI/OAC
• Extensive Charting and Design 

experience
• Notes and Intelligent Narrative 

Generation & Analysis (IPA)
• Books of Reports

Report Packages
• Secured and Collaborative
• Text, Data, Charts, Grids, Narrative
• Reference Doclet Framework
• Direct Refresh of Cloud-Content
• Documents, Slides, Mixed(PDF)
• Author-Approve-Review-Signoff
• Workflow/Versioning/Auditing

Regulatory
• XBRL/iXBRL, SBR, ESMA ESEF, etc
• Tagging, Validation, Instance 

Generation, Edgarization
• Auto-Tagging (IPA)
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Annual Reports

Regulatory Submissions

Business Cases

Monthly Reports

Budget Packs

CbCR



Anatomy of a Narrative Report

Formatting

• Header/Footer

• Page Layout, Fonts, Styles

• Section Headers

• Auto TOC
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Anatomy of a Narrative Report

Formatting

• Header/Footer

• Page Layout, Fonts, Styles

• Section Headers

• Auto TOC

Narrative

Variable

• Static

• Reference

• Directionals

Embedded Content

• Excel

• Reporting



Anatomy of a Narrative Report

Formatting
• Header/Footer

• Page Layout, Fonts, Styles
• Section Headers

• Auto TOC

Narrative

Variable
• Static

• Reference
• Directionals

Embedded Content

• Excel
• Management Reporting

Publishing



Benefits of Narrative Reporting

Comprehensive Workflow composing of Author, Review and Sign-off stages

Secure collaboration throughout the reporting process

Embedded content that is refreshable in the cloud at the click of a button

Variables framework that updates key information throughout your document from one change

Versioning and auditing inbuilt to address key risks

Integration to both Oracle/non-Oracle as well as Cloud/On-Prem sources



Demonstration
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Overview flow 
Manager FP&A
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Denise finalises the pack

Denise is responsible for the 
production of the Annual Budget 
Pack to go to the Board

Denise reviews the current status of 
the pack

Denise makes adjustments to any 
supporting tables or grids

Denise updates any relevant values 
and sections

Denise updates some of the 
commentary

Denise now checks on how the review 
of the pack is going

Finally, once she is happy she prints 
off a pdf of the pack and distributes



What you saw of Narrative Reporting

Comprehensive Workflow composing of Author, Review and Sign-off stages

Secure collaboration throughout the reporting process

Embedded content that is refreshable in the cloud at the click of a button

Variables framework that updates key information throughout your document from one change



Al Marciante

Senior Director Product Management EPM

Customer Success and Roadmap



Oracle EPM Cloud customers: Time to implement 
narrative reporting
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0%

17%

17%

50%

17%

0% 0%

Less than 2 weeks

Between 2 weeks and 4 weeks

Between 1 and 2 months

Between 2 and 4 months

More than 4 months

Still implementing

Other (please specify)

84% took between 
2 weeks and 4 
months to 
implement



Oracle EPM Cloud customers: Time to realize benefits 
from narrative reporting
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0%

50%

17%
0%

33%

0% 0%

Less than 2 weeks Between 2 weeks and 4 weeks Between 1 and 2 months

Between 2 and 4 months More than 4 months Still implementing

Other (please specify)

50% realized 
benefits in only 2-4 
weeks



Benefits
• Cloud-based, user friendly interface enabling 

multiple authors to collaborate securely and 
assemble report content concurrently

• Significant time savings on content creation 
and updates

• Fully auditable report package showing history 
of changes, governance and improved 
ownership

• Workflow  and automated “open task” emails 

Challenge
• Board of Directors report package was 

compiled manually by gathering data from 
multiple sources - prone to errors

• Labor intensive and time consuming
• No workflow, lack of audit ability to track 

changes
• Collaboration was extremely challenging

Solution
• Narrative Reporting in the Oracle EPM Cloud

Significant Time Savings with 
Narrative Reporting at Nationwide

Copyright © 2020, Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved29
Implementation Partner



Benefits
• 20% reduction in time to prepare monthly 

management and board reporting
• Lower audit costs
• Improved report quality
• Seamless intergration between Oracle ERP and 

EPM Cloud

Challenge

• Too much manual intervention in reporting 
causing errors & costing time.

• Too few stakeholders in charge of budget 
preparation causing strain on existing 
resources

Solution
• Narrative Reporting in Oracle EPM Cloud
• Planning & Budgeting in Oracle EPM Cloud

MyState transforms finance 
with a modern cloud platform

Copyright © 2020, Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved30
Implementation Partner



Benefits

• Simplified and standardized metrics and 
reporting

• Consistency from corporate to properties
• Adaptable to changes in business

Challenge
• Provide comprehensive financial statements, 

provide analytics, increase productivity, lower 
cost of ownership, eliminate manual 
processes, and standardize across the diverse 
business

Solution
• Narrative Reporting in the Oracle EPM Cloud
• Account Reconciliation in the Oracle EPM 

Cloud

Caesars Entertainment Closes and 
Reports 2-3 Days Faster 

Copyright © 2020, Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved31

Implementation Partner
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Summary of Main Financial Documents for CERN’s Governing Bodies (Council, 
Finance Committee, Scientific Policy Committee), Prepared by RPC

Annual Progress Report (APR)

• Comparison between 

approved goals and 

achievements for the 

passed year

• ~ 130 pages

• ~ 60% narrative part 

(qualitative descriptions)

• ~ 40% financial tables 

(quantitative reporting)

• 2 major version (Mar, Jun)

Medium-Term Plan (MTP)

• Plans (goals) for the next 

five years from scientific 

and financial perspective

• Revised budget for the 

current year

• ~ 130 pages

• 60% narrative and 40% 

financial tables

• 2 major versions (May, 

June)

Final Budget of CERN

• Final budget of the 

Organization for the 

next calendar year

• ~ 35 pages

• 30% narrative, 70% 

financial tables

• 1 version (December)

Cost Variation Index (CVI)

• Calculated indexations 

for materials and 

personnel budgets as 

well as Member States 

Contributions

• ~20 pages

• 60% narrative, 40% 

financial tables

• 3 major versions (Jun, 

Sep, Dec)

Scale of Contributions

• Calculated 

contributions of 

CERN member 

states and 

associate member 

states for the 

following year

• ~ 6 pages

• 2 major versions 

(Jun, Dec)



Operation

• First document 
delivered with 
EPRCS

• APR submitted to 
Council 27.02.2019

Implementation

• SSO integration

• Additional backups

• Continue work on 
best practices

• Informal training

Implementation

• EPRCS set-up 
delivered in PROD 
after a successful 
implementation

• APR analysed and 
structure 
implemented in Prod

• Test report packages 
provided to the 
members of the RPC 
team

• Start establishing 
best practices for 
the production of 
the RPC documents

Analysis & Evaluation

• EPRCS adoption 
workshops by Oracle

• RPC hands-on testing 
sessions and 
evaluation

• Stakeholders analysis 
and engagement 
management

• Decision taken to 
adopt the EPRCS 
product

Timeline

24.06.2

019

• Analysis of 
reporting 
options

• EPRCS POC 
prepared by 
Oracle

Mar-Jun 2018

Implementation

• EPRCS implementation 
Project started by RPC

• Aggressive timeline

• Min. input from 
consultants

• Implementation done 
by RPC

• Staged approach –
phase1 only the 
essentials 

Dec 2018 Dec 2018 Mar-05.Jun.2019Jul-Oct 2018

3 Weeks

Jan-Feb 2019

Analysis & Evaluation Implementation – phase1
Implementation – phase2

Operation – limited scope

Operation
• APR

- 2 minor versions
- 2nd major version 

• MTP - 2 major versions 

• CVI
• SCALE

Implementation

• Analysis of new 
documents and 
implementation

• Continue work on 
best practices

• Informal training

Progress Review with 
Oracle



Recent 
Updates & 
Future Projects



Structured Narrative Collection and Generation 
via Management Reporting *Available Now*
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Notes provide a structured solution for end users to 
enter POV-based narrative text

Conditional Text generates dynamic text based on 
predefined conditions and a combination of text and 
text functions. 



Analytics for Intelligent Narrative (Conditional Text)
*Available Now*
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• Automate the “What” – allowing users to focus on 
the “why”, “how”, etc
• Allow knowledge workers to focus on their business 

commentary to explain the “why”, “how”, etc

• Allows analysis of the “What” without creating 
additional reports
• Via Web

• Via Export to Excel and Oracle Smart View



Recent Highlights R&D Underway Looking Forward 

For Event Use Only.  The above is intended to outline our general product direction. It is intended for information purposes only, and may not 
be incorporated into any contract. It is not a commitment to deliver any material, code, or functionality, and should not be relied upon in 
making purchasing decisions. The development, release, timing, and pricing of any features or functionality described for Oracle’s products 
may change and remains at the sole discretion of Oracle Corporation.

 System
• REST API
• Shared Library

 Report Package (General)
• Secure Report Distribution
• Create/Edit Report structure via Smart 

View
• Refresh of Smart View-based Excel 

content
• Doclet Version Management

 Management Reporting
• Notes
• Intelligent Narrative Generation and 

Analysis (Conditional Text)
• Grouping (AutoCalcs)
• Report Books, Batches/Bursting
• Export to Excel, Formatted Import

 Disclosure Management (XBRL & 
iXBRL)
• AI SEC Auto Tagging
• ESMA/ESEF Support

 System
• Performance and Automation
• AI – Reporting Chatbot/ODA 

 Report Package
• Expanded Shared Content
• Improved Doclet Processing
• Notification Enhancements
• Embedded Content Resolution
• Adobe InDesign Integration 

 Management Reporting
• Platform Integration
• Saved and linked objects

 Disclosure Management
• Report Package Integration

 System
• Office 365 (Mac/ Browser) Support
• OAC integration

 Report Package
• PDF Excel Doclet Commenting
• Layered Styles and Style Lock
• Embedded content as images
• Cascading
• Page Break
• Enhanced Publishing 

 Management Reporting
• Structured Relational Reporting for 

EPM Cloud
• Collaboration
• Report and chart enhancements

 AI for EPM
• Auto-Translation
• Intelligent Narrative Generation 

(Phase 2)

Oracle EPM Cloud Narrative Reporting

08/2020
Copyright © 2020 Oracle and/or 
its affiliates. All rights reserved



Digital Assistant / Chatbot 

• Guide Analysis thru Reports / Report Packages

• For Reports (MR) – from any defined 
sources available to Narrative Reporting 
and the user has access to

• Summarization vs. Abstraction

• Summarize relevant content from a report 
package

• Abstract relevant content and form a 
cohesive summary

• Generate “Executive Summary” to deliverable

Copyright © 2020, Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.38



What’s Next for Intelligent Narrative Generation?

Automatically generate narrative based on defined 
conditions
• Top 5 variances in a given visualization

Generate in natural language
• Per user language preferences

Integration with IPM Insights
• Common narrative across EPM Cloud
• Proactively generate reporting decks and packages 

adding the “Why” 



In Summary

1 When the data is combined with 
narrative, you gain actionable insight. 

2
Collaboration throughout the process is key to getting 
the most accurate picture possible, and helps shrink the 
time it takes to define, produce and deliver reports. 

3 It’s crucial to be in a position to report with reliable numbers and 
information that you can trust



Take the Next Step

Your Account Manager will be in touch

Check out our website where you can 
download more information around 
Narrative Reporting



Thanks for Tuning In

Report with Confidence 
by digitizing your finance


