High-tech solutions to protect our oceans
Drones help coastal cities stop the ocean trash problem at the source

“By moving to Oracle Cloud, we saw vast increases in processing speed
that accelerated our progress and allowed us to actually do the work we
really care about – protecting our waterways and oceans.”
-Tony Hale, PhD, Program Director for Environmental Informatics, San Francisco Estuary Institute
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trash to waterways, storm drains, and wetlands where plastics, tires, and synthetics break
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gyres—like the Great Pacific Garbage Patch – threatening avian life, marine life, and public
health.
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teams can only be so many places at one time; they can only do so much, and they can only see
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waters. The California Ocean Protection Council, a public agency, turned to the San Francisco
Estuary Institute (SFEI) and the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP)
to develop scientific measures to monitor trash in the water and to determine the effectiveness
of state and local policies like plastic shopping bag bans.
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result was accelerated image processing and a timeline that dropped from a month to just a few
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