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Frequently Asked Questions  
StorageTek SL4000 Modular Library System 
 

Introduction  

OracleÕs StorageTek SL4000 modular library system 

delivers unprecedented value through flexible 

scalability, high availability, and simplified management. 

ItÕs the eco-friendly choice for your data protection, 

disaster recovery, archive, or cloud deployment needs.  

Flexibility to Meet Changing Demands 
Keeping up with changing storage demands is easy with the 
flexible StorageTek SL4000 modular library system, which can 

scale from 300 to 9,000 slots and from 1 to 120 tape drives. 

The base library supports up to 339 slots and up to 24 tape 
drives, supporting over 4 PB in a single frame. Scale up to 
108.2 PB within a single library by adding additional cartridge 

expansion modules, or increase throughput up to 148 TB/hour 
by adding up to three drive expansion modules. By leveraging 

the StorageTek SL4000 modular library system’s RealTime 
Growth capability with capacity-on-demand technology, you 
can nondisruptively scale by preinstalling physical capacity to 

secure floor space and activate that capacity only when it is 
needed by using hardware activation files.   

Simplified Management to Lower Costs 
Lower your administrative burden with an intelligent approach 

to storage management. The modular library system offers the 

most flexible solution for managing, monitoring, partitioning, 
and sharing library resources. The rich management interface 

provides an in-depth look into library operations. It also 
provides support for four types of user roles, including a read-
only role, which improves security.  Proactive email alerts can 

be set up based on the tracking of all actions initiated within 

the system by users and applications. Email alerts can be set 

up to provide proactive notification of library events. 

 

 

To help your storage dollars go further, the StorageTek SL4000 

modular library system simplifies consolidation to help you 

save space, power, and money. You can seamlessly support a 

mix of backup and archiving applications by assigning up to 16 

partitions within the library and assigning resources down to 

the individual slot/tape drive for ultimate flexibility. The 

systemÕs Any Cartridge Any Slot technology further simplifies 

storage management by allowing any mix of supported drives 

and media to be spread throughout the library. 

Redundant Components Maximize 
Availability 
The StorageTek SL4000 modular library system is 

aggressively risk-averse, with innovative technologies proven 

in the most-demanding enterprise environments. 

Nondisruptive, on-the-fly replacement of robotics, power 

supplies, and drives helps sustain 24x7 operations. Dual 

control path technology supports host application failover in the 

event of a path failure. Support for redundant robotics 

improves performance while maximizing availability. The 

systemÕs unique centerline architecture alleviates robot 

contention, improving cartridge-to-drive performance by as 

much as 50 percent.  

Customer Benefits 
The StorageTek SL4000 modular library system delivers 

exceptional customer value in these ways:  

¥ Higher availability with multiple redundant options and 
intelligent serviceability 

¥ Lower total cost of ownership with pay-as-you-grow 
scalability from 300 to 9,000 slots 

¥ Faster performance with centerline architecture and 
redundant robotics 

¥ Simplified management with an integrated UI, embedded 
web-services interface, and proactive alerting 

¥ Intelligent partitioning to enable consolidation and improve 
library utilization 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
For additional resources on the StorageTek SL4000 modular 

library system, please search for “SL4000” at oracle.com. 

Q: How does the StorageTek SL4000 modular library system 
scale? 

A: The system scales from 300 to over 9,000 cartridge slots 
and from 1 to 120 tape drives, and it has capacity for up to 
24 drives within the base module. To scale beyond 24 
drives, add on up to 3 drive expansion modules, each with 
capacity for up to 32 tape drives. To scale capacity, add up 
to 14 cartridge expansion modules. 

Q: Can I preinstall capacity? 

A: Yes. Through RealTime Growth technology, the StorageTek 
SL4000 modular library system offers the ability to 
preinstall physical capacity and grow into that capacity later 
through capacity-on-demand technology. The system offers 
the ability to grow in multiple-slot increments to meet your 
capacity needs.  

Q: What drive technology does the StorageTek SL4000 
modular library system support?  

A: The system’s unique Any Cartridge Any Slot technology 
provides for seamless mixed media support. Place any of 
these supported tape drives into any drive bay: 

¥ OracleÕs StorageTek LTO5, LTO6, LTO7 and LTO8 tape 
drives 

¥ Oracle’s StorageTek T10000A, T10000B, T10000C, 
and T10000D tape drives 

Q: Can I move drives and media from my current tape 
library? 

A: Oracle leads the industry in investment protection. The 
StorageTek SL4000 modular library system offers drive 
conversion trays to support the movement of your existing 
drives into the system. Check with your sales rep for the 
availability of specific drive and library combinations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: What monitoring software is available? 

A: The StorageTek SL4000 modular library system comes 
with an integrated UI available via the local operator panel 
or through a remote web browser. The library also supports 
management and monitoring via an embedded web-
services interface.  

Q: Is remote serviceability supported? 

A: Yes, the StorageTek SL4000 modular library system 
supports remote support including automatic service ticket 
generation by hosting Oracle’s service delivery platform 
within the library.   

Q: How many partitions does the StorageTek SL4000 modular 
library system support? 

A: The system supports up to 16 partitions, which can be 
assigned to backup and archive applications or used for 
DevTest and production environments. You can partition 
resource assignments down to the individual slot and 
individual tape drive for added flexibility.  

Q: What types of redundant components are offered with the 
system? 

A: The StorageTek SL4000 modular library system minimizes 
data downtime with high reliability, availability, and 
serviceability features. Redundant components include 
robotics, power, TCP/IP connectivity, Fibre Channel 
connectivity, cartridge access ports (CAPs), and fans. 

Q: What are the advantages of using dual robotics within my 
library? 

A: There are two advantages of using dual robotics within 
your library: improved performance and higher availability. 
The StorageTek SL4000 modular library systemÕs unique 
centerline architecture cuts robot travel time by one-third to 
one-half, and it alleviates dual-robot contention to improve 
cartridge-to-drive performance by up to 50 percent. Oracle 
offers the ability to nondisruptively replace a downed robot, 
improving library availability and minimizing planned and 
unplanned outages. 

.
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