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============================= 

1. Availability of CVU  

============================= 

Welcome to the downloadable standalone distribution version of the Cluster 
Verification Utility (CVU).  

The Cluster Verification Utility (CVU) is a utility distributed with Oracle 
Clusterware to assist in the verification of the components required to 
install and run Oracle Clusterware and Oracle Real Application Clusters 
(RAC). CVU was first released with Oracle Database 10g Release 2. CVU is 
available in the following three forms:  

1. Installed in Oracle Clusterware home  
2. Available in Oracle Clusterware gold image packaged version  
3. Available in Oracle Technology Network (OTN) 
4. Available in Oracle Support web portal  

CVU is backward compatible to all the previous Oracle Clusterware and Oracle 
RAC releases up to 11g Release 2. This version of CVU supports 11g Release 2, 
12c Release 1, 12c Release 2, and 18c Release for Oracle Clusterware and RAC 
products on Linux operating system version OL6/RHEL6.  For each verification 
command that supports the optional –r option to specify the supported Oracle 
release, the default release is assumed to be 18c Release ( 18.0.0.0 ). To 
perform verifications for any previous release, ‘-r 11.1’ or ‘-r 11.2’ or ‘-r 
12.1’ or ‘-r 12.2’ must be specified. If the verifications are to be 
performed for a specific release earlier than 18c then use of –r option can 
be avoided by setting the intended release value (‘-r 11.1’ or ‘-r 11.2’ or 
‘-r 12.1’ or ‘-r 12.2’) for CV_ORACLE_RELEASE property in CVU’s configuration 
file, cvu_config (located under <CVU installation root dir>/cv/admin 
directory).  

 



 

2 
 

============================= 

2. CVU standalone installation 

============================= 

To install CVU from a zip file (cvupack.zip) downloaded:  

1. CVU standalone needs to be installed only on one of the cluster nodes. 
CVU is capable of performing verifications of all the cluster nodes 
from one of the cluster nodes where it is installed. 

2. Create a CVhome directory, for example:  

 “/home/<userid>/mycvhome”. It should have at least 500MB of free disk 
space.  

1. Unzip cvupack.zip into <CVhome> directory.  
2. (Optional) Set the environmental variable CV_DESTLOC. This should point 

to a writable area on *all* nodes. When invoked, the tool will attempt 
to copy the necessary bits as required to this location. Make sure the 
location exists on all nodes and it has write permission for CVU user. 
It is strongly recommended that you set this variable. If this variable 
has not been set, CVU will use "/tmp" as the default.  

3. Run cluvfy from <CVhome>/bin directory. To verify, typically run 
/home/<userid>/mycvhome/bin/cluvfy. This should show the usage.  

============================= 

3. Enhancements and Fixes  

============================= 

This drop contains all the features/enhancements of CVU done in 18c Release 8 
( 18.8.0.0 ) 
More than 25 issues were closed as part of this drop. Some important changes 
are as listed below:  

• Enhanced Network checks, ASM device checks and administrative 
privileges checks.  

• Enhanced software check to cover critical files and directories as part 
of default command.  

• Enhanced health check and baseline commands to provide node-wise report 
and complete summary of all the checks run.   

• Improved error messages and more robust checks.  
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============================= 

4. Known Limitations  

============================= 

When using, -html option for ‘comp healthcheck’ to display the best practices 
report in HTML, CVU searches for a browser to use in the following order: 
firefox, mozilla, opera, konqueror, epiphany. Browser is looked up strictly 
in the order mentioned, no effort is made to determine a default browser. If 
a browser is found in the default location, it will be used regardless of the 
correctness of the browser. This behavior can be altered by specifying the 
absolute path of the browser binary through CV_DEFAULT_BROWSER_LOCATION 
property in CVU’s configuration file, cvu_config(located under <CVU 
installation root dir>/cv/admin directory).  

============================= 

5. References  

============================= 

For detailed information on using CVU, refer to:  

Oracle® Grid Infrastructure Installation Guide 18c Release for Linux 
Oracle® Real Application Clusters Installation Guide 18c Release for Linux 
and UNIX  
Oracle® Clusterware Administration and Deployment Guide 18c Release. 

For queries on CVU, refer to: 
CVU FAQ on OTN https://www.oracle.com/database/technologies/cvu-faq.html 
 


